A SAD TIME
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lie had forbidden any more officers to be sent to the war than
were proportionate to the number of men that they had to
command. In vain, therefore, did I beg General Preval to
let me go to Champagne ; he fixed my departure for the end
of March, at which date I was to join the army with a so-
called c marching' regiment, composed of mounted men from
my dep6t and some others. Till then I was allowed to reside
at Paris with my family ; for my lieutenant-colonel, M. Case-
neuve, could command and organise the 200 men who were
still at Nogent-le-Koi, and I could always inspect them in a
few hours. In Paris therefore I passed most of the month of
March, one of the saddest times of my life, although I was
with those who were dearest to me. But the Imperial
Government to which I was attached, and which I had so long
defended at the cost of rny blood, was crumbling on all sides.
From Lyons the enemy's armies occupied a great part of
France, and it was easy to see that they would soon reach
the capital.
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